
FIELD GUIDE TO NORTH AMERICAN MAMMALS
Collared Peccary
(Pecari tajacu)

ORDER: Artiodactyla
FAMILY: Tayassuidae

There are only three species of Peccaries in the world, all in South
America. Only Collared Peccaries also live in North America. Their
range includes a great variety of habitats, and they eat all kind of
vegetation, including cactus. They live in highly social and
communicative groups. Grooming is an important social behavior,
and they have at least 15 different types of calls signaling alarm,
submission, and aggression. Territorial groups of 15−50 animals stay
together, and cooperate to defend the herd, but they form subgroups
that disperse to feed. An alpha male is the dominant animal in the
herd. Peccaries often have twins.

Also known as:
Javalina

Sexual Dimorphism:
None

Length:
Range: 0.85−1.02 m

Weight:
Range: 15−25 kg

Pecari tajacu − inset shows group at waterhole

Credit: painting by Elizabeth McClelland from Kays and
Wilson's Mammals of North America, © Princeton
University Press (2002)
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